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ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 

H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 

SS-15 USIA-06 ACDA-07 MC-02 AID-05 IO-13 /102W 

032987 

R071355Z APR 76 
FM AMEMBASSY SANA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7765 
INFO AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
JQUMZV/AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 696 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 

CONFIDENTIAL SANA 1 170 

CORRECTEDCOP Y(FOR E.O., TAGS, AND SUBJ LINES) 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS 

SUBJ: SOVIET MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO ETHIPOIA 

1 . ON APRIL 5 ETHIOPIAN AMBASSADOR TASSEW DESTA TOLD ME 
IN CONFIDENCE THAT THE SOVIET UNION LAST SUMMER 
TURNED DOWN A LARGE ETHIOPIAN REQUEST FOR MILITARY ASSIS- 
TANCE, WHILE RECOMMENDING THAT ETHIOPIA FOR TIME BEING 
CONTINUE TO RELY ON US. AMBASSADOR DESTA, WHO WAS 
FORMERLY COMMANDER OF THE ETHIOPIAN NAVY, ADDED THAT 
THE REAUEST OF THE SOVIETS WAS MADE BY THE PRESENT LEFTIST 
LEADERSHIP OF THE DIRG, WHICH WISHES FOR IDEOLOGICAL REASONS 
TO MOVE CLOSER TO THE SOVIETS. THE MORE SENIOR 
MILITARY COMMANDERS, HOWEVER, ADVISED THEIR YOUNGER AND 
MORE LEFTIST COLLEAGUESTHAT ETHIOPIAN MILIARY FORCES ARE 
TOO DEPENDENT ON U.S. ARMS TO EFFECT SUCH A BASIC 
CHANGE PARTICULARLY AT A TIME WHEN SOMALIA IS 
THREATENING DJIBOUTI. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SANA 01 170 121626Z 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


2. DESTA OBSERVED THAT THE LEFTIST OFFICERS WERE QUITE 
SHAKEN WHEN THE SOVIET UNION TURNED THEM DOWN. HE 
CONTINUED THAT THIS WOULD HAVE BEEN A GOOD TIME FOR 
THE U.S. TO HAVE MOVED AGAINST THE DIRG ALTHOUGH HE 
ADMITTED THAT HE WASN'T SURE JUST WHAT THE U.S. COULD 
HAVE DONE. HE ADDED THAT THERE IS STILL TIME FOR THE 

U.S. TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF A DETERIORATING ECONOMIC AND 
POLITICAL SITUATION BUT WAS GENERALLY PESSIMISTIC ABOUT 
THE NEXT FEW YEARS IN VIEW OF THE SERIOUS LACK OF LEADER- 
SHIP AROUND WHICH MODERATE FORCES MIGHT RALLY. HE CON- 
CLUDED THAT IT WAS TRULY A SAD TIME IN THE HSTORY OF 
ETHIOPIA WHEN MANY ETHIOPIANS USUALLY INTENSELY PATRIOTIC 
ARE HOPING THAT SOMALIA WILL ATTACK DJIBOUTI AND THEREBY 
BRING ABOUT A WAR WITH ETHIOPIA WHICH SOMALIA WOULD WIN 
BUT WHICH WOULD THEN GIVE THE MODERATES A CHANCE TO OUST 
THE LEFT. 

3. COMMENT: I HAVE NO WAY OF JUDGING USEFULNESS OF ABOVE 
INFORMATION BUT HAVE BEEN IMPRESSED WITH THE INTELLIGENCE 
AND OPENNESS OF DESTA WHO APPEKKS DEEPLY APPREHENSIVE 
ABOUT THE CURRENT DRIFT TO THE LEFT IN ETHIOPIA AND WHO 
ALSO SEEMS TO BE A FRIEND OF U.S. AMBASSADOR DESTA IS 

A GALL A CHRISTIAN WHO HAS PRESUMABLY BEEN EXILED TO SANA 
AS AMBASSADOR BECAUSE OF HIS OPPOSITION TO THE PRESENT 
REGIME. 

SCOTES 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: AND SUBJ LINES, O, GDS, TAGS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 07 APR 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976SANAA01170 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: RR 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: SANAA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760485/aaaacusv.tel 

Line Count: 87 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02 SEP 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: WITHDRAWN <04 MAY 2004 by CollinPO, 3.4.X1>; RELEASED <02 SEP 2004 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <1 3 SEP 2004 by 
GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SOVIET MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO ETHIPOIA 
TAGS: MASS, E 

To: SECSTATE WASHDC CAIRO ADDIS ABABA JIDDA KHARTOUM MOSCOW MOGADISHU 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



